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PROPOSED REVISION:


This proposal improves the syntax of the COLLATING SEQUENCE clause.





JUSTIFICATION:


See the discussion at meeting 221.





COMPATIBILITY:


This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.





DISCUSSION: 


1. I suggest to delete the first option of Format 1. I don't think it is correct that a programmer MUST also define an alphanumeric collating sequence when he only wants to specify a national collating sequence.





2. During discussion at meeting 221, it was suggested to make the word OF required again, to make a clear distinction with Format 1.





PROPOSED CHANGES: 





1. On page 219, 12.3.4.6.1, COLLATING SEQUENCE clause, Format 1, delete 


"IS alphabet-name-1 [ alphabet-name-2 ] "





2. On page 219, 12.3.4.6.1, COLLATING SEQUENCE clause, Format 2, replace by





"COLLATING SEQUENCE OF � eq \b\bc\{(\a\al\vs3( data-name-1 ; record-key-name-1  )) � … � eq \b\bc\{(\a\al\vs3( | FOR ALPHANUMERIC IS alphabet-name-3  | ; | FOR NATIONAL           IS alphabet-name-4  | )) �"








3. On page 219, 12.3.4.6.2, COLLATING SEQUENCE clause, replace Syntax Rule 6, insert new Syntax Rules 7 and 8, and renumber old Syntax Rule 7 to Syntax Rule 9:


"6) Alphabet-name-3 shall reference an alphabet that defines an alphanumeric collating sequence.





7) Alphabet-name-4 shall reference an alphabet that defines an national collating sequence.





8) All keys in a COLLATING SEQUENCE clause shall have the same class."
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